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NAME:  Donald Dionysios Arabian 
 
ORAL HISTORY:  3 February 2000 
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: 

B.S. in Aeronautical Engineering, Rhode Island State College, Kingston, Rhode Island, 
1948 

Attended the University of Virginia, 1950 
Attended Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 1959 

 
PRE-NASA CAREER: 

Aeronautical Engineer, Hydrodynamics and Full-Scale Research Divisions, NACA 
Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia (1948-1960) 

 
NASA CAREER: 

NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia 
Assistant Atlas Systems Engineer, Flight Systems Division, Space Task Group (1960-
1962) 

NASA Manned Spacecraft Center/Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas 
Resident, Gemini Program Office, McDonnell Aircraft Corporation, St. Louis, 

Missouri (1962-1964) 
Chief, Vehicles and Missions, Systems Integration Office, Gemini Program Office 

(1964-1966) 
Chief, Lunar Module (LM) Test Evaluation Branch, Test Division, Apollo Spacecraft 

Program Office (1966-68) 
Chairman, Panel on Sequence of Events, Apollo 204 Review Board (28 January 

1967-31 March 1967) 
Chief, Test Division, Apollo Spacecraft Program (1968-1973) 
Manager, Program Operations Office (1973-1979) 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL & HONORARY SOCIETIES: 

• Fellow, American Astronautical Society 
 
AWARDS & CITATIONS: 

• NASA Group Achievement Award, Gemini Program, 1966 
• NASA Exceptional Service Medal, Apollo 8, 1968; Apollo 11, 1969; Apollo 13, 1971 
• MSC Certificate of Commendation, Apollo 13, 1970 
• NASA Medal for Outstanding Leadership, Skylab, 1973 
• NASA Inventions & Contributions Award, Skylab Parasol, March 1975 
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